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Healthy individuals empowered to 
positively impact future generations

STATEMENTV I S I O N

To provide home, school, and therapy  
for kids who are at-risk

STATEMENTMISSION
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Since 1957, Cookson Hills has provided a 
nurturing home, quality Christian education, 
and therapy services in Northeast 
Oklahoma. We serve kids ages 5-17 who 
want to write a better story for their lives 
and have faced challenges with family life, 
school truancy, homelessness, poor peer 
relationships, or experienced abuse and 
neglect. Our staff of 48 and many volunteers 
come together to fulfill our vision - to raise 
up healthy individuals who are empowered 
to positively impact future generations.

 THE SETTING OF A 



Dear Friends,

The family unit is the primary tool by which God seeks to 
accomplish his purposes on this earth. It is God’s built-in 
support system for life. It shapes our identity and who we 
become. It is our living example of how to connect with 
God the Father. Family is the training ground; the place 
where generation after generation of God’s people train 
the next to know Him. But, what if a child does not have a 
family who can fill this role? 

The Bible teaches us that God is a father to the fatherless. 
This is good news in our country as 60% of children are 
now growing up fatherless (The Boy Crisis, Farrell, 2018). 
Astonishing right? It’s going to take a long time to dig out 
of this fatherless pit. But, God is a good God, a good father, 
and we can trust him. 

The vision of Cookson Hills is to raise up “healthy individuals 
empowered to positively impact future generations.” In a  

 
 
perfect world this would happen 100% of the time within 
a child’s biological family. We believe the family unit is the 
best place, God’s preferred place, for kids to be raised. 
But when a family unit gets disrupted, we at Cookson Hills 
are here, ready to serve those struggling with the unique 
challenges of growing up in today’s world. 

Since taking a leadership role at Cookson Hills 4 years 
ago, my main obsession has been to ensure this ministry is 
able to continue serving for the next 50+ years. I, and our 
leadership team, continually review our model, services, 
processes, practices, and make adjustments that ensure we 
are positioned to serve those in need, both now and in the 
future.
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DIRECTOR
FROM THE

THE “50+ YEAR” VISION
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During an in-depth evaluation of our services, we identified 
a significant failure in the effectiveness of our short-term 
track. This program was designed for students whose 
families were interested in reuniting after 2 years of progress 
at Cookson Hills. However, over the last 6 years, 54% of the 
kids on this track were dismissed in 12 months or less. We 
believe that we need at least 2 years with a child to bear 
lasting fruit. Because of this, we have eliminated the short-
term track from our program. While we still encourage 
families to work towards reunification, each kid placed at 
Cookson Hills is on a track to graduate from high school. We 
are confident this will allow us to provide more consistent, 
intentional, and quality care for all kids at Cookson Hills. 

This past year, we completed many big-picture goals that 
will support Cookson Hills well over the next 50+ years. 
We raised the final $1.02 million needed to complete the 
Building on a Legacy of Love building project. This project 
has been an ongoing fundraising challenge, so we are 
ecstatic that God has provided for these needs. These 
funds will allow us to finish the remaining construction of 
three childcare homes and supporting infrastructure. 

Another major accomplishment of 2018 was our 5 year 
accreditation renewal with Association of Christian 
Schools International (ACSI). This honor is a testament to 
our school system and the wonderful teachers, staff and 
faculty who provide this service to our kids each day. The 
accreditation team made a special note of our school: 
“Leadership establishes a climate of openness, support, 
trust, and encouragement leading to greater collaboration, 
effectiveness, missional alignment, and continual 
improvement.” While there are many vital components to 
the ministry of Cookson Hills, I believe our school is the 
secret sauce.

Continuing with my main objective of setting Cookson 
Hills up well for the next 50+ years, our final 2018 

accomplishment was the creation of a 5 year strategic 
plan. We took a step back to observe where we are as an 
organization and to dream about where we need to be. 
Written by our Board of Directors and Leadership Team, 
this plan gives direction to 4 primary areas of the ministry 
including enhancing programs, strengthening finances, 
increasing employee tenure, and offering professional 
trainings. We look forward to the challenge and creativity 
required to accomplish these goals over the next 5 years.

As we journey into 2019, our three primary “50+ years” 
goals are to: 

     • Finish construction for the Building on a Legacy 
        of Love Building Project.
     • Establish a sustainable and clean water source 
        to ensure clean water going forward.
     • Develop a campus footprint project that ensures 
        the best use of all resources. 

For more information about these goals, please see page 
16 of this report. 

Thank you for taking time to reflect on this past year with us. 
Additionally, thank you for your partnership. This ministry 
simply isn’t possible without your covering of prayer and 
financial support. As you read through our 2018 Annual 
Report, I hope you will see how God is using Cookson Hills 
to help kids who are at risk write a better story.

Thank you and God Bless! 

Heath A. Hostetler

918.597.2192cooksonhills.org/cooksonhills

CONNECT WITH US

THE “50+ YEAR” VISION

Look i ng Forwa rd



Kids start their life 
at Cookson Hills by 

becoming part of a family. They move into 
one of our nine childcare homes with married 
houseparents, brothers, and sisters. This home 
is a place to grow, love, and learn. 

Kids work with their Cookson Hills social 
worker to develop a personalized Plan of 
Care (POC). This plan gives students the 
opportunity to recognize areas of growth and 
set goals that will help them write a better 

story. Houseparents walk alongside children as 
the child works toward achieving their goals.

For many kids, Cookson Hills is the only home 
they will ever know. Their biological families 
are permanently out of the picture or unable to 
care for them. So, the people at Cookson Hills 
become family, and houseparents become 
surrogate parents. God’s relentless love for 
these kids is revealed through family life at 
Cookson Hills.
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HOME ALL KIDS COME TO COOKSON HILLS TO LIVE WITHIN A FAMILY. 
THEY LAUGH, THEY GROW, THEY HELP SET THE TABLE.

HOW WE DO
H O M E

Writ i ng a Better Story a s a Fa m i l y
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My houseparents have really helped me develop a relationship with God. 
When I have questions about faith, we sit down and they answer to the 
best of their ability. They show me that in their own relationships with God, 
they take it seriously and they listen to Him. I didn’t grow up with a healthy 
godly example, but my houseparents are GREAT examples of that. In fac t, 
this past Sunday, my housedad baptized me! I’ve always known that God 
exists. But now, He’s real to me. Even when He seems quiet, it ’s because 
He’s direc ting my life, not because He isn’t there. He’s always working.

BRI 
Class of 2020

Growing up I lived in an orphanage and then later in dif ferent foster 
homes. I thought coming to Cookson Hills would be like living that par t of 
my life again, and I didn’t want to do it. To my surprise, Cookson Hills was 
the total opposite of anything I had ever experienced before. My whole 
perspective on how I was living my life changed during my first thir ty days 
here. Yes, there are hard and frustrating days for all of us, but I’ve learned 
that this is what a real family does. We’re there for each other no matter the 
situation, and we help each other discover what ’s inside of us. 

JENN  
Class of 2020

WHAT OUR 
KIDS ARE

SAYING!

of kids have accomplished  
at least one of their goals

87%

kids worked on writing a 
better story at Cookson Hills

64

H O M E R E P O R T

Most Common POC Goals:  
Build trust & learn cooperation



Kids at Cookson 
Hills attend our fully 

accredited, private, 1st-12th grade, Christian 
school. Students arrive throughout the year, so 
year-round sessions give them the opportunity 
to easily jump into a class. Educational gaps 
such as lacking a basic foundation, struggling 
with reading, failing subjects, or excessive 
absences are common prior to enrollment. 
So, we adjust for these challenges on an 
individual basis. We offer opportunities for 
credit recovery, earning college credit, and 
partnering with local tech sites for vocational 
training.

Our school staff focuses on educating students 
academically, spiritually, and socially in a 
trauma-informed environment and integrates a 
Biblical worldview into all content areas. Small 
class sizes allow teachers to make sure each 
student is getting the personalized instruction 
he or she needs to succeed.

Difficult behavior in the classroom isn’t unique 
to Cookson Hills, but the way we treat students 
with behavior issues is. Faculty offer care 
and training to help students build lifelong 
strategies that can address the root of their 
difficulties. This helps produce students who 
can confidently engage in learning.

C O O K S O N  H I L L S

SCHOOL THEY ENROLL IN SCHOOL, THEY LEARN, 
THEY PLAY SPORTS, THEY MAKE FRIENDS.

8

A Better Story for Bolton

HOW WE DO
S C H O O L
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4:1 average student/teacher ratio

28%

of students on honor roll

76%

of students participated in 
extracurricular activities

I like Cookson Hills Christian School because our teachers don’t just tr y 
and pump information at you. You can learn at your own pace. The small 
class sizes help teachers give enough time to each student, making sure 
we understand. No matter how many questions you have, the teachers have 
the time and patience to help you. Because of this, I am able to do my best 
work.

BOLTON, LOS ANGELES, CA.  
Class of 2019

In my old school I was bullied and had no friends, so I skipped school… 
a lot. But I love going to school at Cookson Hills! It has brought out the 
best in me. Cookson Hills has motivated me to go to school and to learn. 
Growing up, I didn’t have a dad, so I’ve always wanted a male role model. 
While I appreciate all my teachers, I REALLY like finally having male role 
models who I know I can look up to.

CAMERON, TULSA, OK.  
Class of 2021

Before Cookson Hills, I went to school for my parents. I knew if I did just 
enough, my parents would get of f my back. I had no intentions of finishing 
high school. Since I’ve been at Cookson Hills, I have gradually star ted 
doing bet ter in school. I have found motivation to do it for myself and now I 
want to graduate, for me. At first, I was scared of the idea of a small school 
because I like f lying under the radar. But ac tually, whether I want to admit 
it or not, the small class sizes have been extremely beneficial. Get ting to 
know my teachers, having genuine conversations and relationships with 
them pique my interest in learning and help me want to par ticipate in 
classes. Now college is one of the most impor tant things on my mind.

SONYA, TUPELO, MS.  
Class of 2019

WHAT OUR 
STUDENTS ARE

SAYING!

S C H O O L R E P O R T
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THERAPY THEY TALK, THEY RIDE HORSES, THEY HEAL, AND 
(WE HOPE) THEY LEAVE BETTER THAN THEY CAME.

A Better Story for Jen n

Kids at Cookson Hills are 
provided with weekly 

therapy sessions where they are given an 
opportunity to talk with a certified therapist. 
Kids need a safe place to share their heart, 
grow from past experiences, and gain tools 
that will help them write a better story. In 
order to ensure that our kids are receiving 
consistent, quality, and unbiased counsel we 
partner with a local therapy center out of 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma.

Our therapists are gifted at aligning themselves 
with the child so the child knows the therapist 
is in their corner. Children are given the time 
and space they need in order to develop trust. 

Once trust is established, the therapist and 
student work together to create personalized 
therapy goals.

When necessary, therapists, social workers, and 
houseparents collaborate in order to best meet 
the needs of a child. So if a child is revisiting 
a difficult chapter in their story, the therapist 
may alert the social worker and houseparents, 
as it may negatively impact the child’s behavior. 
While preserving confidentiality, this simple 
alert signals that an emotional conversation has 
taken place and gives houseparents an extra 
dose of understanding. We are committed to 
using all the tools at our disposal to provide 
exceptional care for the kids we serve.

HOW WE DO
THERAPY
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During the past year, we chose to pause the equine portion of 
our therapy program to evaluate its effectiveness. Our goal over 
the next two years is to reinstate equine experiences and create 
an equine-based leadership training program for our students.

Before I came to Cookson Hills, my mom forced me to go to therapy. I hated 
it because it made me have to constantly relive ever ything that had gone 
wrong in my life. So when I came to Cookson Hills, I was scared of therapy. 
But here, I ’ve realized that my therapist, Levi, really just wants me to be 
able to get things of f my chest. He’s not forcing me to tell him anything, 
but as our trust grows, I want to tell him more. When I can’t find the words 
to describe how I’m feeling, he helps me identif y my emotions. He doesn’t 
always side with me, but helps me see both sides of the stor y. There are 
several burdens and events that I had always thought were my fault and so 
I carried guilt and shame around with me. But he has helped me see that it 
wasn’t my fault. Therapy makes me feel heard and that brings me peace.

JESSICA, NORTHWEST ARKANSAS  
Class of 2021

When I star ted therapy, I only spoke to my therapist about anime comics 
because I was tr ying to distrac t her. But my therapist, LaTosha, star ted 
reading anime so that she could bet ter relate to me. She eventually got 
to the point where she could find underlying, hidden meanings of why I 
watch anime and the roots of my emotions. While it was frustrating to have 
to talk about my feelings, it was also nice to know that she really cared. 
Originally I thought therapy would be a chore. But now I use it as a coping 
mechanism. I’ve really star ted to utilize skills I ’ve learned in therapy a lot. 
It has ac tually become one of my favorite par ts of my week.

KALEB, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK.  
Class of 2021

1,705 individual therapy sessions

Most common therapy goals: 
Process the past & create strategies to counter behavioral relapse.

T H E R A P Y R E P O R T

WHAT OUR 
KIDS ARE

SAYING!
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A  B ett e r  St o r y  f o r  Ja c i
I come from a very complicated family 
background. I was adopted and then raised by 
my older sister, whom I call mom. I used to go 
to church when I was a little kid, but I lost many 
family members who were actively part of the 
church. In the course of just a year, I lost two of 
my uncles and my grandma. All three had been 
cornerstones in helping raise me, and I was 
devastated. This began a downward spiral in my 
life. 

During my pre-teen years, as I walked through 
what felt like the valley of endless deaths, I started 
to doubt there was a God. I thought, “If there is a 
God, He probably hates me and is punishing me 
by allowing all these people I loved to die.” I felt 
so alone. I was scared that everyone I loved would 
leave. 

I became extremely stressed and developed an 
unhealthy eating habit that caused me to put on 
weight. Because of my weight, I started getting 
bullied at school which led to depression. It got 
to the point that I did not want to go to school 
at all. When things got really bad we moved, but 
I just dove deeper into depression, which led to 
self-harming. My grades completely dropped and 
I missed three weeks of school due to my choices. 
That was when my family decided I needed help. 

When I came to Cookson Hills, I had already 
been out of school for an entire semester. In the 
beginning, being here was difficult. I didn’t really 
want to be here, but my other options weren’t any 
better. It was hard giving up my bad habits that I 
thought were bringing me comfort. Changing and 
doing life differently was strange. 

After a few days of being at Cookson Hills, I 
started school. I had a lot of anxiety leading up 
to that first day. Would I be bullied? Would I fit 
in? I was immediately surprised at how different 
school was. At Cookson Hills Christian School, you 
work at your own pace. My teachers actually care 
about me. They know when I’m having a hard day 
and they check in on me on a personal level. My 
classes are small and I like that I can really get to 
know the other people in those classes. This gives 
me more confidence to ask questions because I 
know those people and they know me. I love that 
I never get bullied or judged here. My teachers 
push me to set goals and do my best. I have never 
felt more confident in the classroom. This has been 
a big change in my life.
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My other big change has been at home. When I first came 
to Cookson Hills, I didn’t want to let myself open up to 
anyone. I didn’t want to let myself receive or give love. After 
all, the people that I love always have a way of leaving. My 
houseparents were the beginning of me writing a better 
story. They understand and know that it takes time to work 
through things and they’ve never given up on me. They are 
always constant. My houseparents challenge me to open up, 
to talk about what I’m really feeling, and I know they care. I 
know that I can trust them. For the first time in a long time, I 
am allowing myself to love people again. 

Learning to trust and love again hasn’t come easily though. 
When I lost the people that I loved so deeply, I built a wall 
to keep everyone out. Before I came to Cookson Hills, I had 
tried counseling at my house. That was a struggle because 
I didn’t want to be at home with all the pain and memories, 
and I was never able to talk about my real problems, 
meaning I had to bottle everything up. 

Even when I came to Cookson Hills, I was afraid to really talk 
about what was going on. I was afraid that if I said anything, 
my therapist would just tell my mom, or my houseparents 
and then I’d be in trouble all over again. As I’ve gotten 
to know my therapist though, I have opened up to her. 
Therapy has been my place to start tearing down the wall, 
brick by brick, and be able to trust and love people again. 

It’s comforting to know that I can fix the problems that I 
have and I can get better with people that love me and care 
about me. 

Before I started this new journey, I was sure God could 
never forgive me for what I had done and there was no way 
He could ever love me. Now, I know that I was wrong. This 
summer I had the opportunity to attend a summer camp 
where I made the decision to walk in the light of God. It’s 
like all the different parts of my world came together: the 
things I learned growing up, the things my houseparents, 
teachers and therapist had been teaching me and what it 
really means to me. It was like I finally understood who God 
was, what He did for me, and who I am to Him.

Being at Cookson Hills is just the beginning of me writing a 
better story for myself and my future. I couldn’t do it without 
everyone on my team. “Be strong and courageous. Do not 
be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your 
God goes with you; He will never leave you nor forsake 
you.”  (Deuteronomy 31:6) This is the verse that pushes me 
through everyday. God is the author of my life. It’s hard work 
but will be worth it in the end.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR  
Jaci, Class of 2022, is from Blanchard, OK. 
She loves reading, writing and being outside.



471
churches from

21
states provided

support

C O O K S O N  H I L L S

SOURCES
OF SUPPORT
l  CHURCHES   46% 

l  INDIVIDUALS   32%

l  FOUNDATIONS   18%

l  BUSINESSES   2%

l  PROGRAM SERVICES   1%

l  WORKGROUPS   1%

14

1,297
individuals from

40
states (plus Taiwan) 
provided support

216
volunteers gave

4,783
hours of service

ASSETS:
            Cash and cash equivalents
            Prepaid expenses and other assets
            Contributions receivable–net
            Investments
            Property and equipment–net
    Total Assets

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS:
            Liabilities:
                    Accounts payable
             Accrued expenses and other liabilities              
            Total liabilities 

            Net assests:
           Unrestricted  
            Temporarily restricted  
                   Permanently restricted       
            Total net assests

    Total Liabilities and Net Assets

     2017

$1,999,528
84,845

450
4,231,301

11,681,435 
17,997,559

84,071
622,396

706,467.00

16,507,313
773,779
10,000

17,291,092

$17,997,559

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION
Years ended June 30, 2018 and 2017

2018

  $2,276,230
87,181

150,000
4,642,620

11,483,931
18,639,962

33,729
586,787

620,516.00

16,532,847
1,476,599

10,000 
18,019,446

$18,639,962

FINANCIALS A CLOSER LOOK AT OUR 2018 SUPPORT
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2019 RESOURCE
ALLOCATION
l  HOME   50% 

l  SCHOOL   31%

l  THERAPY   1%

l  ADMIN.   10%

l  FUNDRAISING   8%

$1,613,877

$1,021,609

$46,895

$338,833

$248,571

Cookson Hills strives to uphold the highest standards of financial 
stewardship. In 2017, we received Charity Navigator’s highest rating, 
Exceptional, noting that Cookson Hills, “exceeds industry standards 
and outperforms most charities in our field.” We are also proud 
members of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability. To 
view our full audit report, prepared by CapinCrouse, please visit: 
cooksonhills.org/accountability.

    Sources of support, revenues, and gains:
            Contributions & bequests
            Investment income
            Program, rent, and other
    Total support, revenues, and gains
            Net assets released from restriction
    Expenses:
            Program services:
                   Home
                   School
                   Therapy
            Total program services
            Supporting services:
                   General and administrative
                   Fundraising
            Total supporting services
    Total expenses
    Change in net assets from operating activity
NON-OPERATING ACTIVITY
           Change in assets related to:
                   Defined benefit pension liability   
    Change in net assets from non-operating activity
    Change in unrestricted net assets

            Contributions & other income
            Net assets released from restriction
    Change in temporarily restricted net assets

    Change in net assets
    Net assets, beginning of year
    Net assets, end of year

     2017

 $2,367,010 
 51,898 

 436,742 
 2,855,650 

 60,192 

 1,761,676 
 768,926 

 42,168 
 2,572,770 

 430,602 
 154,811 

 585,413 
 3,158,183 
 (242,341)

(40,000)
(40,000)

 (282,341) 

 333,347 
 (60,192)

 273,155 

 (9,186)
 17,300,278 

 $17,291,092 

CHANGES IN UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS

CHANGES IN TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES
Years ended June 30, 2018 and 2017

2018

  $2,416,558    
431,198 

   165,837    
3,013,593  

   25,353 

   1,531,123  
   858,899 

   30,248  
   2,420,270  

   436,750  
   136,392 
   573,142 

   2,993,412  
  45,534 

  (20,000)
  (20,000)

  25,534 

  728,173    
(25,353)   
702,820 

  728,354 
   17,291,092  

  $18,019,446  
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MELISSA JACKSON
Director of Educational 
Services

JOHN THURSTENSON
Director of IT 
& Maintenance

MARK FRITZ
Director of Business 
& Operations

ALAN WAGES, PH.D.
Director of Children 
& Family Services

HEATH HOSTETLER
Executive Director

Finish building project construction
We are so close to completing all construction efforts on the Building on a 
Legacy of Love Building Project! Final completion will include landscaping, 
interior construction of three childcare homes, and constructing a road to 
connect the campus. We are looking forward to utilizing these homes to 
help us accomplish our mission.

Establish sustainable and clean water source
For the last 2 years, we have received violations on a well that is a significant 
part of our water system. We have attempted to remedy the situation 
through a series of cost-effective measures and have now confirmed they 
will not suffice.

The best long-term solution that ensures we have a sustainable clean 
water source is to outsource all water needs to the newly formed Southern 
Delaware Water Authority (SDWA). For two years, we have been looking into 
this solution and we are now at a point where the interests of all involved are 
aligned and ready to move forward. Thank you to the Sarkey’s Foundation, 
Tom J. and Edna M. Carson Foundation, and the Cherokee Nation whose 
financial partnership will make this goal possible.

Develop campus footprint project
Over the years this ministry has slowly spread across more acres of campus 
in order to accomplish our mission. We desire to steward every facility and 
financial resource toward mission accomplishment. Therefore, we have 
chosen to pause, get a 10,000 foot view of our campus, and re-evaluate 
which facilities we really need for the next 50+ years of ministry. We will 
consolidate where we can, eliminate what is not needed and take a lean 
approach to the future to ensure the best use of all resources.

A CLOSER LOOK AT OUR “50+ GOALS” FOR 2019FORWARD
LOOKING

LEADERSHIP T E A M
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Our board is comprised of 9 individuals who each have a unique set of skills, life 
experiences, and talents to bring to the table. The involvement of these board members 
has been vital to the growth and strategic planning of Cookson Hills. We are thankful for 
their leadership and guidance. 

I started with Cookson Hills 
as a houseparent (1978-1992). 
Since then, I have been involved 
in corporate law and human 
resources. I am thankful to be 
able to continue to support this 
ministry in meaningful ways.
AILEEN GRONEWOLD,
President of Board 
Business Consulant

I joined the board to 
support and encourage those 
involved in this ministry. My 
experience in business, finance, 
and consulting can help the board 
plan for long term stability and 
strategic development, enhancing 
the strong foundation of Cookson 
Hills.
NELSON HORTON,
Vice-President of Board 
Entrepreneur

For years, I was involved 
with Cookson Hills through my 
church. I joined the board in 2004 
and have witnessed the ministry 
become a better, stronger place.
CLAY W. ALLEN,
Professional Photojournalist

For many years, my 
husband and I served as 
volunteers at Cookson Hills. 
Serving on the board provides 
a way for me to support those 
who are directly influencing the 
children of Cookson Hills and 
their futures. What a privilege!
AMY FICHTNER,
Superintendent of
Owasso Public Schools

My parents became 
houseparents at Cookson Hills 
when I was 5 years old and they 
stayed in their roles for over 16 
years. I saw firsthand the positive 
impact that Cookson Hills can 
have on a child's life. When the 
opportunity came for board 
involvement, I knew God was 
calling me to serve.
MISSY FRANKLIN, 
RNC-OB, MSN Professor

I am grateful for Cookson 
Hills. As a former 'Cookson 
Kid' (1988-1993) I wanted to 
contribute to this organization.
MARK HOSTETLER,
Owner & Manager of 
Welcome Home Nevada 
Realty

For years I have studied, 
taught, counseled, and worked 
with families. I joined the board 
to lend my perspective and 
support the staff members who 
are making decisions which 
will directly impact the families 
Cookson Hills serves.
B.J. MCMICHAEL, PH.D., 
Family Minister at Stillwater 
Church of Christ

As a pastor, educator, and 
adoptive parent, I want to be able 
to help children by providing the 
best care and education possible. 
I want to ensure that the staff and 
leadership here have the tools 
to keep Cookson Hills a strong 
resource for families.
RON RILEY, 
Senior Minister of  
First Christian Church,  
Grove, OK

Since I moved to Oklahoma 
38 years ago, I've been involved 
with the work of Cookson Hills. I 
consider it an honor to be asked to 
serve within this ministry.
WAYNE SHAW, PH.D.,
State Senator

A CLOSER LOOK AT OUR “50+ GOALS” FOR 2019

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Floyd Akin, Jr
Clarice Brown
D.W. & Carolyn Goodin

Bruce “Bud” Anderson
Delora West
Mary Jean Anderson
Terry Britt
Timothy & Josie Driskill

Jack Armstrong
Senior & Marilyn Horner

Pat Avery
James Avery

Roy Bingamin
Leland Tippett

Jo McCann
Dr. Alan & Mrs. Helen Blanchard

Renata  Blanchett
First Christian Church 
of Dodge City

Athlyn Boomer
Lynn & Kay Boomer

Woodrow & Faynell Bowles
Ann Leinn Gibson

Tom Bradley
Cynthia Bradley

Don Brower
Robert & Beverly Barrett

Lee Buttery
Ron & Jeannette Preston

Nedra Cardwell
Betty Farrington
L.D. & Helen Lamb
Mildred McGrew
Reba Keepper
Susan Wendleton
Tom & Karen Ziler

Joseph Core
Jennifer Core

Oscar Curnutt
Joyce Curnutt

Eva Curtiss
Theresa Nobles

Eva Davis
Margaret Ohmes

Ruth H Dewell
George Dewell

Maggie Dodd
Joe & Carolyn Higgins
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Wunder
Ron & Jeannette Preston

John Dorney
Ruth Dorney

Eloise Dutka
Boris Dutka

Paul & Veronica Enabnit
Kenneth & Jane Lake

Veronica Enabnit
Wakita Christian Church

Bill & Marge Etcheson
Terry and Deana Cook

Carolyn Evans
Darryl Hay

SuAnne Fiegel
Jack Fiegel

Barbara Forsen
Carolyn Riley

Frank Frabotta
Carriage Hills Christian Church

Leon Geisert
Margery Geisert

David Gentry
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Pummill

Barbara Gorton
Alice Weber
Carl Gorton
Margie Seiler
Robert & Katherine Smith
Roger & Kris Surber

Janell Goss
Steve & Jean Ann Perryman

Palmer Everett Gray
Lewey & Charlene Peters

Fred Green
Leland Tippett

Wynema Haigler
Robert & Mary Acre

Troy Hall
Judy Myers

Lawerence & Ellen Hallum
Phillip Liles
Ruth Dorney

Bruce Harper
Heber Springs Christian Church

BR Harrison
Darlene Harrison

Connie Hay
Darryl Hay

Wayne & Elinor Hays
David & Marilyn Aikins

Jerry Helms
Welch Christian Church

Marion Henderson
Ken Kellhofer

Charlene Hitchins
Vicki Anderson

May Ann Johnson
Earl Hoskins
Orin & Carol Chain

Richard & Ethel Jorgensen
Jorgensen Foundation

Deb Keitel
First Christian Church

Esther Kellhofer
Ken Kellhofer

Jane Kellhofer
Ken Kellhofer

Doris Kuelzer
Ed Mack
Joe & Ann Hawkins
Lori Weber
Sandusky Avenue Christian Church
Stephanie Testa

Everett & Jewelle Lake
Kenneth & Jane Lake

Mary Ann Langton
Jeff & Kim Patton
Judy Ecker
Dorthea McKinney
Tom & Barbara Seedorf

Jerry McAllister
Donald & Loretta House
Gene & Donna Jo York
John & Molly West
Ralph & Gail Bellar
Scotty & Lisa Jobes

Vada McDonald
Anonymous
David & Wanda Worcester

Carolyn Rasnick McKenzie
James Rasnick

Betty Morris
Eve Bonner
Frank & Marilyn Jones
John & Judith Schell
Lighthouse Christian Church
Norma Lamascus
Norman & Gail Lipe
Shirley Bledsoe

Nora Morris
Steve & Denese Leadabrand

David Mostek
Myrtle Owings
Carolyn Mostek

Dennis Murray
A. D. Murray

Anitra Nelson
Bill & Lynita Nelson
Oscar & Bergundy Nelson

Donald Newman
Neil & Debbie Watson

Vernon Newman
Neil & Debbie Watson

George & Rosa Nievar
Vera Yvonne Jones

Wilma Oney
Ann Walker
Paul & Rebecca Owens
Vivian Helms
Senior & Marilyn Horner

Donald Payne
John Stufflebean

Dorothy Price
Neil & Debbie Watson

Sandra Price
Adams Ranch
Bob & Shirley Haigler
Bobbie Westfahl
Bonnie Edwards
Brad & Sandra Robinett
Bryan & Crystal Cox
Bryce & Sheri King
Charlotte Masonhall
Darlene Robinson
Debbie Robinson
Edward & Lenora Jinkens
Ernie & Delores Scott
Garry & Doris Jinkens
Grand Arts Council of Canton, Inc
Joe & Wilma Hart
Judy Donaho
Julie Cline
Marvin & Carmella Leedom
Mary Cox
Mike & Roxanne Shea
Myron & Becky Garriott
Rick & Dixene Howerton
Sharon Robinett-Morris
Steven & Pam Bond
The Coble Family

Pat Ramsey
David & Deana Dick

Jim Reagor
Bob and Susan Titsworth
Brent & Molly Hoffman
Cardiovascular Perfusion
Carina Bidasio
Cedar Ridge Christian Church
John & Linda Bidasio
La Nita Phillips
Johnny & Esther Custer

Edna Reed
Tom Reed

Margie Riner
Gary & Judith Kulchinski

John Roberts
Betty Hadley
Church of Christ of Grand Ledge
Deana Moore
Don & Jan Morey
Don Mooney
Fritz & Barb Kletke
Janet Peters
Janice Masters
Joe & Joan Gann

MEMORIALS

IN TRIBUTE MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS
09.01.17 – 08.31.18

To make an 
online tribute

gift, visit 
cooksonhills.org 

and click 
GIVE.



Joe & Yumei Bachar
Joyce Richmond
Judith Reaume
Lynne Carlsen
Margo Sinkevitch
Ray & Cathy
Ruth Newton
Thocher Family
Thomas & Sandra Richards
Timothy & Patricia Berg
Tomas & Karen Domanski
Wanda Lehman

James Rutherford
Joel & Margaret Rutherford

Dean Schrumpf
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Pummill

Kelly Shaffer
Steven Mechels

Jim Stevens
Warren Hudson

Suzanne Stevens
Alice Stevens
Jim Stevens
Scotty & Luellyn Bates

David & Noma Stewart
Dana Stewart

Ed & Lucy Thomas
Nancy Hatfield & John Fraser

Johnny Thorne
Sue Thorne
Ann Howie
Gary & Pat LaGrow
Georgiana Peters
Howard & Linda Faerber
Kim Dykes
Leann Greeley
Nancy Cook
O.V. & Sharon Richardson
Phyllis Thorne
Potts Exploration, LLC
Richard Spies
Robert & Marlene Maxwell
Roe & Brenda Hicks
Sam & Tracy Pappas
Sandy Moslander
Susan Holman & Lisa Milton
Suzanne Welch

Lowell Torkelson
Elree Torkelson

Donna Varvel
Carlita Hoover
Carol S. Tompkins
Carolyn Varvel
Clarence & Linda Traylor
Della Henry
Dorothy Osburn
Emma Lou Atherly
Ernestene Hallman
Gail & Donna Hoch
Gene & Donna Ratzlaff
Gordon Varvel
Harold & Jane Mudge
Jack & Lois Lemon
Jack & Ruch Scoggin
John & Delores Truelove
Kathy Green
Kristie Kinney
Larry & Cheryl Varvel
Larry & Jerilyn Curtiss
Larry & Linda Lou Hermon
Larry & Marjorie Tice
Linda Caldwell
Mark Burns
Marvin & Zella Teter
Mary Walling
Michael & Stacia Berning
Nancy Thompson
Patricia Welsh
Philip & Judy Stukey
Phyllis Glenn
Robert & Franque Meliza
Sherry Burris
Sue Freeman
Vickie Fontaine
Wolf Creek Employee Association

Kale Walters
Carter & Jill Pugh

Wanda Wassom
Maple Park Christian Church

Weldon Watson
Neil & Debbie Watson

Paul Watt
Edward & Lynn Mize

Don Weece
Roger & Kay Seacat

Bob West
Northside Christian Church

Ray Whicker
Gene & Fern Frazier

William H Wilson
Diantha Wilson

Allen J Winter
Anita Winter

The following individuals and churches left gifts from their estate to Cookson Hills in 2018. 
Their generous gifts will allow children who are at-risk to be provided with home, school, 

and therapy for generations to come.

  Earl & Ethyle Cavett    Oak Manor Christian Church, Springdale, AR
  Gene & Vada McDonald    Herbert Austin Jr.
  Douglas Church of Christ, Douglas, WY  Charlotte Ito
  Fellowship Bible Church, Siloam Springs, AR  Ralph & Irma Dietz

To learn more about leaving a legacy to the children of Cookson Hills,  
or to begin partnering with us, contact Heath Hostetler, 918-597-2192.
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HONORARIUMS
David Davies
W. D. Davies

Carol Divel
Kristin Petersen

Loren Dutka
Ruth Dorney

Fathers
Countryside Church

Gary & Charlotte Filson
Kent & Stephanie Woolfolk

Dorothy Gerdts
Jack Fiegel
Kenneth and Nancy Davies
Robert & Judy Herr

Crystal Davis Graham
James & Mary LaFon

Wanda Gross
May Felix

Jasey Groves
Larry & Janice Johnson

Vivian Harper
Dana Cook & Craig Harper

Hatfield Grandchildren &  
Swart Children
Nancy Hatfield and John Fraser

Don & Sue Henderson
Josie Moffat

Intake Team
C.T. & Brenda Clark

Molly Johnson
Larry & Janice Johnson 

Joyce Nusser Lambert
Harold & Mildred Nusser

Robb & Anna Lenardson
Bernard & Annie Barber
Bob & Debra Lenardson
William & Cathy Buckenmeyer

Jack Moody
Jeff & Cindy Ressler

Lucy Morrison
Ward Jones Realtors

Robertson Grandchildren
Monty & Denise Robertson

Mitch & Christine Ruoff
Herbert & Margaret Ruoff

Jeff & Holly Salem
Fred & Gerrie Kerby

Dale & Velma Shaffer
Kent & Becky Shaffer

Jesse Smith
Thomas Taylor

LaDonna Smith
Mary Bostian

Katherine T St.Onge
Martha Taylor

Jim Stephens
Kenneth & Jamie Gott

Lisa Taylor
Robert & Beverly Barrett

Kimberly Elizabeth Watson
Neil & Debbie Watson

Mike & Novell Wilson
Ken Ray Underwood

Shelby A Wilson
Keith & Storm Wilson

}{
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918.597.2192cooksonhills.org/cooksonhills

CONNECT WITH US
Located on 1,000 acres 
in the foothills of rural 

northeastern Oklahoma


